Political Parties and Elections
Unit 2 Notes: Civics and Economics 
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I. Voting

a. Voting is a basic ____________________________ of citizenship.

b. Only citizens who ___________________________ can participate in federal and state elections.

c. __________________ _____________________ is required before a citizen may vote.
II. What are the requirements for voter registration in Virginia?


a. Qualifications to register to vote in Virginia



1.  


2 


3 
b. How to register in Virginia

1. In person at the ____________________ office, at the ___________________,
or at other designated sites.

2. By ______________________________ application.

c. Registration is closed __________________ days before elections.



1. This year registration closes on _______________________.

d. Factors in predicting which citizens will vote.



1.  
2.    
3.  
e. Why citizens fail to vote
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1.  


2.  
f. The percentage of voters who participate in ___________________ elections is usually greater than the percentage of voters who participate in ________________ and _________________ elections.
g. Every vote is ____________________________________.

III. Electoral College: How does the Electoral College select the President and Vice President of the United States?
a. The ______________________ __________________ process is used to select the president and vice president of the United States.


b. Electoral College process

1. The slate of _____________________ for each state is chosen by popular vote.

2. The electors meet to vote for ________________________ and ____________ _____________________
3. The winner take all system leads to the targeting of _______________ states for campaigning, although candidates must pay attention to   small states whose electoral votes may make the difference in   close elections.

c. The number of electors of each state is based on the state’s ____________________________ ___________________________


1. There are _________________ total Electoral College votes.
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d. The requirements for a majority vote to win in the Electoral College favors a _________________________________________________.

1. To win the Electoral College election, a candidate must receive at least _____________________________  votes.

IV. What is a Political Party?


a. A political organization of like-minded citizens who share a political _________________ and ________________________.


b. Political parties seek to attain ______________ ______________ within a government.
V. What roles do political parties play in the American political process?


a. Political parties play an important role in __________________ and provide opportunities for citizens to participate in the _____________ process.

b. Functions of political parties



1.  


2.  


3.  


4.  
c. Political parties in the American Two Party System.

1. A ________________  system characterizes the American political process.

2. In America, the two main political parties are the ______________ and the _______________________
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d. Similarities between Political Parties



1.  


2.  


3.  
4.  

e. Difference between political parties



1. Stated in a party’s __________ and reflected in campaigning.

VI. Political Spectrum and Democrats v. Republicans.


a. Political Spectrum

_____________________________________________________________

b. Liberals favor ___________ government control and _______ taxes 
c. Conservatives favor ______ government control and _______ taxes
d. Liberals tend to belong to the _________________________ Party.

e. Conservatives tend to belong to the ____________________ Party.

VII. Third Parties: How do Third parties differ from the two major parties?
a. Although ______________ parties rarely win elections, they play an important role in public politics.
b. Impact of Third parties

1. Introduce new _____________ or press for a particular issue
2. Often revolve around a _______________ ______________ (e.g., Theodore Roosevelt – Bull Moose Party).
_______________________.in political parites are the __________________

_____

_.

ce President of the United States?ions.







 3._______________________  3._________________e.

____________..,

________
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VIII. Mass Media: How does the media play a role in the political process?


a. The _____________ play an important role in the political process.

b. Voters evaluate information presented in political campaigns to make ______________________________ choices among candidates

c. ______________ ________________ – a form of communication that reaches many audiences at one time

d. Types of Mass Media


1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  
e.  Mass media roles in elections



1 


2.  
3.  


4.  
IX. Persuasive Media (Propaganda)


a. Different kinds of propaganda techniques

1. ________________________ - Having someone famous speak on your behalf

2. _________________________ - a catchy phrase that has little meaning

3. _________________________ – Trying to seem like an every day average citizen.
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4. _________________________ – Only stating the good facts about a subject or a candidate.

5. __________________________ - Associating someone with something negative.

6. __________________________ - Do something because everyone else is doing it.

b. Strategies for evaluating campaign speeches, literature, and advertisements for accuracy.



1.  


2.  


3.  


4.  
X. What influence does the media have on public policy and policymakers?


a. The media informs _____________________ and influences ____________ ________________
b. Ways media play an important role in setting the public agenda


1. Focusing public attention on main __________________


2. Offering a forum in which different ____________________ are communicated.



3. Holding government officials ______________ to the public.


c. Government officials use the media to _______________________ with the public.
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XI. Ways interest groups and individuals influence public policy.

a. ___________________________ - Seeking to influence legislators to introduce or vote for or against a bill.



b. Ways interest groups influence public policy:


1. Identifying _______________________

2. Making _____________________ _____________________

3. __________________________ government officials


c. Ways individuals influence public policy:

1. Participating in politics by ___________ and ____________
2. Expressing opinions by ___________________, ________________, and  writing _____________________
3. Joining ______________________ _________________
XII. Campaign Contributions and Cost: How has the high cost of getting elected changed campaigning for public office?


a. Rising Campaign Costs

1. Require candidates to conduct extensive _________ _____________ Activities.

2. _______________ opportunities to run for public office 

3. Give an advantage to _____________________ individuals who run for office.

4. Encourage the development of _____________ ___________ ____________________  (PACs)
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           5. Give special ___________________ groups influence increased influence 

b. Campaign finance reform



1. Rising campaign costs have led to efforts to  reform 
______________ _________________ _______________. 

2. Limits exist on the amount individuals may ____________________ to political candidates and campaigns. 

Is voting a civic duty or responsibility?

















�


Which person is eligible to vote in VA?























�





� Why do the states have different number of electoral votes?











�


Why do candidates favor some states more than others?





Many people credit political cartoonist Thomas Nast with the creation of the Republican elephant and Democratic donkey symbols. �

















�





�


In 1872, the Prohibition Party formed to ban the sale of alcohol in the United States. How did this third party differ from the two major political parties?





A. It revolved around a famous person


B. It focused on a particular issue


C. It won control of the White House 


D. It appealed only to liberal voters





Logos of Third Parties in the United States


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://howmanyarethere.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/American-Political-Parties-300x294.jpeg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





�


The image above is most likely related to the media’s role of –


A. Holding government officials accountable


B. Identifying a candidate


C. Publishing editorials


D. Providing a forum





�


Which type of persuasive media is being used in the ad above?





�Which media outlet would be the best at reaching all age groups?








Which would be best at reaching a younger audience?








�32nd President, Franklin D. Roosevelt used a series of radio addresses, called his Fireside Chats, to speak directly to the citizens of the United States.





�


Circle the correct answers: 


A. candidates perform many fund raising activities�B. opportunities to run fo rpolitical office are limited


C. wealthy individuals have an advantage when running for office


D. fewer people choose to vote in elections


E. political actio committees are established











�


What message is the cartoonist trying to send?





What does PAC stand for?














�





What were the top three industries that supported





Republicans





 


 


 








Democrats
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