Political Parties and Elections
Unit 2 Notes: Civics and Economics 

I. Voting

a. Voting is a basic responsibility of citizenship.

b. Only citizens who register can participate in 

federal and state elections.

c. Voter registration is required before a citizen may vote.
II. What are the requirements for voter registration in Virginia?


a. Qualifications to register to vote in Virginia



1. Citizen of the United States



2.Resident of Virginia and precinct



3.18 years of age by day of general election.

b. How to register in Virginia

1. In person at the Registrar’s office,  at the DMV,
or at other designated sites.

2. By mail application.

c. Registration is closed 29 days before elections.



1. This year registration closes on October 5th.

d. Factors in predicting which citizens will vote.



1. Age   2. Education  3. Income
e. Why citizens fail to vote



1. Lack of Interest


2. Failure to Register
f. The percentage of voters who participate in presidential elections is usually greater than the percentage of voters who participate in state and local elections.
g. Every vote is important.

III. Electoral College: How does the Electoral College select the President and Vice President of the United States?

a. The Electoral College process is used to select the president
and vice president of the United States.


b. Electoral College process



1. The slate of electors for each state is chosen by popular vote.

2. The electors meet to vote for president and vice president
3. The winner take all system leads to the targeting of large  states for campaigning, although candidates must pay attention to   small states whose electoral votes may make the difference in   close elections.

c. The number of electors of each state is based on the state’s Congressional Representation


1. There are 538 total Electoral College votes.

d. The requirements for a majority vote to win in the Electoral College favors a 2 party system.

1. To win the Electoral College election, a candidate must receive at least 270  votes.

IV. What is a Political Party?


a. A political organization of like-minded citizens who share a political beliefs and ideas.


b. Political parties seek to attain political power within a government.
V. What roles do political parties play in the American political process?


a. Political parties play an  important role in government and provide opportunities for citizens to participate in the political process.

b. Functions of political parties



1. Recruit and nominate candidates



2. Educate the Electorate about campaign issues



3. Helping candidates win elections



4. Monitoring the actions of office holders.

c. Political parties in the American Two Party System.



1. A 2 –Party  system characterizes the 



American political process.



2. In America, the two main political parties are the  Democrats  and the Republicans
d. Similarities between Political Parties



1. Organize to win elections


2. Influence public policy


3. Reflect both liberal and conservative views.


4. Win majority support by appealing to the political center

e. Difference between political parties



1. Stated in a party’s platform  and reflected in campaigning.

VI. Political Spectrum and Democrats v. Republicans.


a. Political Spectrum

_____________________________________________________________

b. Liberals favor bigger government control and higher taxes .

c. Conservatives favor less government control and lower taxes
d. Liberals tend to belong to the Democratic Party.

e. Conservatives tend to belong to the republican party.

VII. Third Parties: How do Third parties differ from the two major parties?
a. Although third parties rarely win elections, they play an 

 
important role in public politics.
b. Impact of Third parties

1. Introduce new ideas or press for a particular issue
2. Often revolve around a political personality (e.g., Theodore Roosevelt – Bull Moose Party).
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VIII. Mass Media: How does the media play a role in the political process?


a. The media play an important role in the political process.

b. Voters evaluate information presented in political campaigns to make reasoned choices among candidates

c. Mass Media – a form of communication that reaches many audiences at one time

d. Types of Mass Media


1. Television


2. Radio


3. Internet


4. Newspaper

e.  Mass media roles in elections



1. Identifying candidates


2. Emphasizing selected issues
3. Writing editorials, creating political cartoons,  and publishing op-ed pieces



4. Broadcasting different points of view.

IX. Persuasive Media (Propaganda)


a. Different kinds of propaganda techniques

1. testimonial - Having someone famous speak on your behalf

2. glittering  generality - a catchy phrase that has little meaning

3. plain  folk Appeal – Trying to seem like an every day average citizen.

4. Card Stacking – Only stating the good facts about a subject or a candidate.

5. Name Calling - Associating someone with something negative.

6. Bandwagon - Do something because everyone else is doing it.

b. Strategies for evaluating campaign speeches, literature, and advertisements for accuracy.



1. Separating Fact from opinion


2. Detecting bias


3. evaluating sources



4. Identifying propaganda
X. What influence does the media have on public policy and policymakers?


a. The media informs policymakers and influences public policy.

b. Ways media play an important role in setting the public agenda


1. Focusing public attention on main
issues


2. Offering a forum in which different viewpoints are communicated.



3. Holding government officials accountable to the public.

c. Government officials use the media to communicate with the public.

XI. Ways interest groups and individuals influence public policy.

a. lobbying - Seeking to influence legislators to introduce or vote for or against a bill.



b. Ways interest groups influence public policy:


1. Identifying issues

2. Making political contributions

3. lobbying government officials


c. Ways individuals influence public policy:

1. Participating in politics by voting and campagning
2. Expressing opinions by demonstrating, petitioning writing letters
3. Joining interest groups

XII. Campaign Contributions and Cost: How has the high cost of getting elected changed campaigning for public office?


a. Rising Campaign Costs

1. Require candidates to conduct extensive fund raising Activities.

2. limit opportunities to run for public office 

3. Give an advantage to wealthy individuals who run for office.

4. Encourage the development of political action committees  (PACs)

           5. Give special interest  influence increased influence 

b. Campaign finance reform



1. Rising campaign costs have led to efforts to  reform 
campaign finance laws. 

2. Limits exist on the amount individuals may contribute to political candidates and campaigns. 
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