Unit 3 Notes: Foundations of American Government
Civics and Economics- 2013-2014 

I. Government vs. a State of  Nature

a. Political thinker John ___________ said government is better than living in a state of __________.


b. Locke said governments exist to ___________  our  ________ rights (life, liberty property)

c. Locke said the only legitimate way for a government to gain power is by _________ of the ____________.

II: Types of Governments

a. Definition of Government - 

b. Types of Government systems

1. Democracy -

2. (Absolute) Monarchy -
3. Dictatorship –government controlled by….
4. Oligarchy –government controlled by…
6. Theocracy –government controlledby…
 III. Fundamental Political Principles: (SOL 2.a)
a. Consent of the Governed -  

b. Limited Government –

c. Rule of Law –
d. Democracy - 

e. Representative Government – 

IV. The Constitution of the United States of America (SOL 2.c)
The _____________ to the Constitution of the United States of sets forth the ______________ and ________________ to be served by the government.

b. The _____________________ to the Constitution of the United States of 

America expresses the __________________________________________________.

c. Purposes of Government as listed in the Preamble

1.  
2.  
3.  
4.   
5. 
6.
d.    The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States of America begins, 

“_________  ___________  ________________________,” which establishes 

that the power of government comes from the ____________________________.

V.  The Amendment Process (SOL 2.c)
· The amendment process is ______________________ 

·  To date there are only ___________ amendments
a.    Federal Amendment Process

1. Proposal:  
2. Ratification:  
b.    Constitution of Virginia

1. Proposal – action by __________________________ or convention

2. ____________________________ - by the voters of Virginia

VI. Founding Documents: (SOL 2.b)  How did the following documents influence the United States Constitution?   
a. The American Constitutional government is founded on 

_______________________ articulated in earlier __________________________.

b. Charters of the Virginia Company of London
1.  

2.  
c.  Virginia  Declaration of Rights
  
1.  
2.  
d. Declaration of Independence

1.  Stated grievances against the King of Great Britain….

2. Affirmed certain unalienable rights… 

e. Article of Confederation

Established the first from of national ________________________ for 

the independent states.

1.  

2.  
3.  
f. Virginia Statute for _______________________ Freedom

1.  
g. Constitution of the United States of America

1. Established the structure of the United States government

2. Guarantees __________________ under the law with 

_____________________ rule and the rights of the ___________________________ protected
3. Affirms individual ________ and ____________ of all people


. 4. Protects the fundamental freedoms of ____________, ____________, 

____________, ____________, and ____________.

VII. Intro to the 3 Branches of Government SOL (6.a)

A. The United States Constitution establishes 3 branches of government
B. The ______________ Branch (Article I)                  
1. Made up of the United States ______________ 


    a. U.S. ____________

    b. House of ______________

    c. Main function is to ______________ the laws for the nation
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C. The ______________ Branch (Article II) 
1. Headed by the ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________ and Vice _______________
2. Main function is to _______________ or _______________ 
out the laws
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D. The ______________ Branch (Article III)
1.  Headed by the U.S. ___________ Court

2. Main function is to ___________ laws (make sure they are 
constitutional)

VIII. Separation of Powers & Checks and Balances (SOL 6.b) 
a. The powers of the national government are ______________ among _______ branches of  government in ways that limit any one branch from ______________________ its 

power. 

b. ___________________________ of Powers –The Constitution of the United 

States, in Articles I, II, and III defines the powers of the _______________________, ______________________, and __________________ branches of national government.

c. Checks and Balances - 

d. ___________________________ branch


1. ________________________ checks the President when Congress:



a. ____________________________ Presidential vetoes



b. ______________________ and _______________ a President


2. The ________________________ checks the courts when Congress:



a. ____________________ or refuse ________________________



b. _____________________ and ________________ a Judges/justices
e. ____________________________ branch


1. __________________________ checks Congress when the President:


a. Proposes ______________________________



b. Prepares an ___________________ budget for Congress to 

approve

c. ______________________ a special session of Congress

d._______________ legislation Congress passed


2. ___________________________ checks the courts when the President:



a. Appoints ______________________________________

f. _______________________________ branch



1. The _______________________ check Congress when judges/justices:




a. Declares acts of Congress __________________________



2. The _____________________ check the President when judges/justices




a. Declares executive actions _________________________
IX. Federalism ( SOL 7.b)
 a. The Constitution of the United States of America establishes the principle of 

____________________ which is the division of power between the 

_________________ and ______________________ government.

b. The expansion of _________________________ powers into areas traditionally 

reserved to the ________________ has altered the relationship of states to the 

national government.

c. The Constitution of the United States of America establishes a _______________ 

form of government in which the national government is 

__________________________.

d. The powers not given to the national government by the Constitution of the 

United States of America are ______________________ for the 

_______________.

e. The Constitution of the United States of America ________________ powers 

to both the national and state government.

f. Primary Responsibilities of each level of government


1. National (Federal) – Conducts _____________________ policy, 

regulates ___________________, and provides for the common _________________


2. State – Promotes public _______________, ________________ and 

_________________________.

g.  Tensions exist when federal mandates require state action without adequate 

________________________.

(Types of Powers)
h. Delegated Powers –  

1. Declare _______, ________ and Print ________, Regulate _________Trade

i. Reserved Powers –  

1. Marriage _________, Drivers _________, Establishing ________ Governments

j. Concurrent Powers –  

1.  Make ____________, Collect ___________, Make ________ 
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