Homework 1.4: 1st Amendment Rights

Name:_______________________________



          Date:__________ 
1st Amendment: Do You Have The Right?

This worksheet will take you through the freedoms guaranteed by the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.  After reviewing the First Amendment presentation in class, take a look at the following examples and decide which are protected by the First Amendment and which are not.

Part I: Freedom of Religion - Write “Yes” if the First Amendment protects your right to perform the following action. Write “No” if the First Amendment does not cover that action. 
____ Choose to worship any religion you like.

____ Partake in religious ceremonies that do not violate state or federal law.

____ As a public school Principal, decide to have a daily prayer after the Pledge of Allegiance.

____ Give all U.S. citizens the same rights and liberties, regardless of their religious preference.
____ Decide that you will not actively worship religion.

____  As President, declare a national religion of the United States. 

____ Force immigrants to change their religion before they are allowed to enter the United States. 

____ Marry someone who is not of the same religious background as you.

Part II: Freedom of Speech   
_____ Wear an arm band to display your opinion on a topic.

_____  Joke with a friend about having a weapon in a public place.

_____  Disturb your neighbor by playing your radio at full volume.
_____  Dye your hair, listen to the music of your choosing, and wear the clothes you like.
_____ Wear “obscene” t-shirts to school or clothes that do not meet school requirements.

_____ Hand out flyers supporting a candidate of your choice in public places. 

_____ Hand out flyers supporting a candidate of your choice in private places. 

_____ Go on the radio and state lies about someone to hurt their reputation. 

_____ Tell someone to do something or you will hurt them.
Part III: Freedom of the Press   

_____ Print lies about someone in the newspaper to damage their reputation.

_____ As a reporter, you report news that criticizes our government. 

_____ As a librarian, you remove all books from the library that go against your personal beliefs. 
_____As President, make all news agencies get your approval before they can report the news.
_____ Write articles on any person as long as they are true.

Part IV: Freedom of Assembly  
_____ As a Mayor, you deny hate groups from attaining parade permits.

_____ Meet with other members of your Boy Scout troop.

_____ Create a club for you and like minded people to read books and watch movies. 

_____ Hold an assembly that has the potential to turn violent.
_____ Schedule your weekly book club in a private restaurant without permission. 
Part V: Freedom of Petition   
_____ Write to elected officials to suggest changes in our government.

_____ Collect student signatures to make the lunch period longer.

_____ As a Mayor, make it illegal in your community for people to contact their elected officials.
_____ As a Congressman, you tell voters not to suggest new laws.
_____ As a citizen, speak at a County government meeting asking to have the speed limit in front of your home reduced.
_____ Send an e-mail to the President of the United States asking him / her to support a cause.
